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ABSTRACT 

This fifth grade resource unit on regional studies is 
part of an articulated curriculum for grades K-12 that emphasizes 
sequential development of attitudes and skills, as well as 
generalizations and concepts. An inquiry teaching strategy 
encouraging children to find out things for themselves is presented. 
Children are asked to make guesses or set up hypotheses regarding 
regional situations by drawing upon previously- learned concepts and 
generalizations. The main theme of the course is that man uses his 
physical environment in terms of his cultural perceptions, values, 
and level of technology. The unit centers on selected sequent 
occupance case studies showing how man has dealt with his environment 
over time. The pupils focus upon a few case studies rather than a 
detailed study of each region. This course includes three main units, 
arranged geographically, that present an overview of the patterns of 
the country and a system of regionalization for the United states, 
Canada, and Latin America. The main part of each resource unit is set 
up in a double-page format to help teachers see the relationships 
among objectives, content, teaching procedures, and materials of 
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* 1) The ocean and other large 

bodies of water do not heat 
up so rapidly as land nor 
cool so rapidly as land. 


* 2) Winds which blow over warm 
~ bodies of water (or land 

areas) carry warm air to 
nearby land areas. 


*4. Precipitation Is affected by 
factors such as distance from 
bodies of warm water, wind 
direction, temperature, ocean 
currents, and physical features 
which force winds to rise. 


a. Warm air can hold more water 
than cool air; therefore warm 
air picks up moisture and the 
cooling of air leads to 
precipitation. 


b • Winds which have btcn warmed 
and have picked up moisture 
crossing large bodies of warm 
water tend to cool as they 
rise over mountains and so 
drop their water on the side 
of the mountain from which 
they come. 
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c. As winds descend into valleys 
from mountain ridges, they are 
warmed and tend to pick up 
moisture. 


d. Winds which cross cold water 
currents are cooled and will 
pick up moisture rather than 
dropping it as they cross 
land areas which are warmer 
than the water. 


5. The amount of moisture needed for 
vegetation and crops is affected 
by the time of year when the area 
receives most of its moisture and 
by the temperature of an area. 


a. The time of year when an area 
receives its precipitation is 
important to agriculture. If 
it comes during the growing 
season, it makes it easier to 
grow crops; however, if it 
comes mainly at the hottest 
time of the year, more is 
needed than during cool months 
to provide an equal amount of 
moisture. 
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l) Terracing enables man to' 
** grow crops on steep 
slopes and also slows! 
down water erosion. 


* 

*3 ) Irrigation makes it pos- 
i sible to grow crops on 

land which otherwise 
would be too dry. 


3) The present landscape, 
contains many remnants of 
tbe past. 


**■) See 10 b above 


. Climate may set up limitation 
upcn man's activities given 
a specific level pf techno - 
logy, but man has learned to 
overcome many of the earlier 
limitations. 


1) See 12 a 2) above 


. The topography of a region 
may present limitations, 
given a specific level of 
technology, but man has 
! learned to overcome many of 
these limitations. 
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>6.. Ways of living differ from one 
society to anbther. 


*A. People in different societies 
- differ as to how they expect 

people to act and as to what 
they think good and bad- -what 
they value . 


*b. People perceive things in terms 
- of their culture and .total life 

experiences. 


> 7 - Although culture is always chang- 
ing, certain parts or elements may 
— persist over long periods of time. 


* a. Culture traits may change by a 
process of diffusion. 


l) Migration involves the move- 
ment of culture and material 
objects to other parts of thi 
world and results in change 
in those areas. 


2) When people are in contact 
with each other, they tend t< 
borrow cultural traits. 


*b. Innovations occur in an socie- 
- ties; th^jr occur in ideas and 
behavior, not just in things. 
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f c. Changes in one aspect of a cul- 
ture will have effects on other 
aspects; changes will ramify, 
whether they are technological, 


in social organization, in 
ideology, or whatever else is 
a part of the cultural system. 


t 

*d . Some values are . conducive to 

change; some make planned changi 
difficult. i 


28. Output is affected by the quality 
as well as by the quantity of 
resources; quality is affected by 
access as well as by fertility, 
richness, etc. 


Economic output is affected by the 
quality of labor or labor skills a; 
well as by the quantity of labor. 


*A. Output is affected by the quan- 
tity of labor. 


1) The supply of labor is 
affected by the proportion 
of the population able and 
willing to work and by the 
number of hours they are 
willing to work. 


b. Education affects the quality 

of labor and labor productivity 
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